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Travis Wall claims that he began dancing the day he was born. By the time he was 12 he was 
on Broadway and by 18 he was the first runner up on the second season of So You Think 
You Can Dance. By season five he was a resident choreographer for the show and he quickly 
earned himself an Emmy. Cannily he launched his dance company Shaping Sound with  
another reality television promotional experiment, All The Right Moves, but his heart is on 
the road with Shaping Sound’s latest production, After the Curtain. 
 
“Live theatre is my absolute favourite,” says Wall. “It is the hardest, but I love it. With film or 
tv it is easy to direct what you want the audience to see and when, with live theatre, it is just 
you and the audience, you can only help direct their attention and their eye. There is also a 
deep connection with the audience in live theatre that isn’t always there with film and tv. You 
feed off their energy every night, it’s inspiring.”

DREW ROWSOME

Shaping Sound has earned a 
reputation of being not only  

dynamic, exciting and  
physically appealing, but as  

artists with something to say.  
In response to the 

 Charlottesville outrage,  
Wall choreographed a piece 

for So You Think You Can 
Dance set to Nina Simone’s 

haunting rendition of “Strange 
Fruit.” “That was a really  
powerful piece for me,”  

says Wall. “I think the biggest 
thing is speaking the truth and from 

an honest place. I knew what  
message I wanted to convey and I  

trusted my gut and went with it. I spoke 
from my heart. I think when you put a lot of  
glitter on something, it blurs the subject and 

sometimes mutes the point. I am not afraid of 
pushing boundaries and being bold.”
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For After the Curtain, billed as “the story of a man fighting to find his creative voice after the 
death of his one true love,” Wall dug even deeper. Though his professional and personal life 
(he is engaged to “the love of my life” Dom Palange a gymnastics coach at UCLA) couldn’t be 
better, Wall created darkness to accentuate the glitter and razzmatazz of After the Curtain. 
“There is no such thing as a paradise or the ultimate happy place,” he says. “I am happy, but 
we all have moments of unhappiness and it’s those moments I pull from. There are highs and 
lows and both are equally important when telling a story.” Audiences are enthralled, wowed 
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and mesmerized. “I hope that the audience allows themselves to escape the realities of the 
real world for the two hours they are in the theatre,” says Wall the showman, but Wall the 
artist has more in mind. “What they walk away with, the most recurring theme, seems to be 
their own personal relationships and how they treat those closest to them in their own lives.” 
And he can’t help adding, “Hopefully it also encourages people to think how important dance 
can be when telling a story.”

After the Curtain is a stylish crowdpleaser and Wall gets a triple dose of satisfaction from its 
impact. “As a dancer,” he says. “That curtain call! When you have danced straight for two 
hours, it is incredible to take that moment with your cast and enjoy it. It feels so good. As a 
choreographer, it is talking to audience members after the show. I love hearing the moments 
that stood out the most, the moments they will always remember and even the moments 
they didn’t like. As a gay man, being able to tell this beautiful love story on stage every night, 
all over the country is incredible. Its powerful in a way I can’t even describe.”

Travis Wall’s Shaping Sound After the Curtain plays Thurs, Feb 1 and Fri, Feb 2 
 at the Living Arts Centre, 4141 Living Arts Drive, Mississauga.  
livingartscentre.ca

http://www.livingartscentre.ca/theatre-performances/shaping-sound-18
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MGT has been featuring some
of the best photographers on 
our covers along with interviews
about their work, and a bit of 
insight in how they make the men
they photograph look so good. 
We thought it would be interesting
to approach it from a different angle 
and talk to one of the models, and 
Frank Carter caught publisher Sean 
Fancy-Leber’s eye. With his rugged 
good looks, arched eyebrow, cocky grin 
and extraordinary physique, it would 
be hard to catch Carter in a pose that 
wasn’t flattering.

Frank Carter 
dancer, model and Wet Lube aficionado 

DREW ROWSOME
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And we’re not the only ones to think so. 
Carter has appeared in a multitude of 
advertising spreads, on magazine covers and 
is often the focus of the promotion for the 
events where he performs. He is easy-going 
and slightly shy but happy to talk about his 
career. The only trick is tracking him down: 
though Carter’s hometown is Montreal, he 
hates the cold and loves the beach and to 
travel. We get in touch on the eve of the 
Miami White Party where, true to form, Car-
ter is one of the poster boys. 
 
 

“I’m always proud and grateful to be part 
of it,” says Carter of his dance and hosting 
duties. “My main goal is to have fun and to 
inspire the guests to have fun too.” Toronto 
clubgoers may have seen Carter at work, he 
has danced often with a local legend. 
“Sofonda is a friend,” he says, “with such a 
good energy. I could never say no.” And then 
he adds that he will be back in Toronto for 
Prism during Pride. As the weather will be 
better, he may even hang around for a bit. 
He has many favourite spots in Toronto, 
“I like to get to the Island, Sugar Beach and 
Wonderland.” 
 
While in TO he also spends time at the 
“Dundas gym.” Unsurprisingly Carter spends 
concentrated time at the gym. “Five times a 
week for at least a hour of weights,” he says. 
“A different muscle every day.” And to stay 
flexible for his performances, “I use to do 
ballet and funk when I was young. But now 
it’s heavy low repetition to light high 
repetition and cardio.”

The modelling began as something that 
Carter thought would be fun and his future 
plans are more focussed on bodybuilding. 
But dance is what got him started and still 
is foremost, he usually gets a dance gig and 
then works photo shoots around that. He 
notes that is because dance bookings don’t 
have dates that change. His advice for success 
as a model: “It’s important is to have fun,  
not to be popular.”
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But he is popular. Photographer Rick Stockwell said of shooting Carter, “He was charming, 
prepared, professional and one of the sexiest models I’ve ever photographed.” And Carter has 
also worked with James Franklin on the blisteringly sexy Boystown covers; gotten near naked 
for such luminaries as Jorge Freire, Paul Jamnicky and Paul Henry Serres; had Thomas  
Synnamon turn him into the cover boy for DNA’s “Sexiest Men Alive 2016” issue; as well as 
many, many event ads.



page: 11 

MyGayToronto.com - Issue #53  - JAN 15 - FEB 15, 2018.

Wisely, Carter does not like to dish and 
will reveal little about the celebrity 
photographers he has worked with. 
“David Hawe is very fun to work with,” 
he says, agreeing with almost 
everyone who has stepped in front of 
Hawe’s lenses. He also has praise for 
Mike Ruiz having been one of the 
models for the Hunks for Hounds 
charity calendar. 
 “With Mike it was a full set,” says Carter. 
“It was stressful.”
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Carter isn’t sure what is next but he plans  
“To take more time for my loved ones.”  
The loved ones he hasn’t met yet can follow 
him on Instagram where he chronicles his  
adventures as @frankcarter69.

Carter says that his crowning achievement, so 
far, was being the Wet Lube Platinum Man of 
the Month. “I felt very lucky,” he says  
modestly before adding with enthusiasm,  
“And I received lots of my favourite lube.”

https://www.instagram.com/frankcarter69
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Annie Leibovitz’s ‘my way or the highway’ attitude has earned 
her superstar-photographer status. Which is why so many  
little girls, including me, want to be just like her. While I’m still 
a long way from that goal, Annie has taught me many things 
just by how she shows up in the arts, and her upcoming  online 
photography class is about to bring her expertise right into our 
lap(top)s. Offered through Masterclass, the $120 fee per class  
is offset by the fact each is lead by industry veterans such as 
funnyman Steve Martin, jazz legend Herbie Hancock, voice  
legend Christina Aguilera and architectural design genius  
Frank Gehry. Later this month I’m taking Masterclass for a  
test ride starting with a course from director Ron Howard,  
I’ll report back on how it goes. Happy Days! 

Annie Leibovitz: How To Give Good Picture
RAYMOND HELKIO

“You don't have to enhance reality. There is nothing stranger than truth.”  
–Annie Leibovitz

https://www.masterclass.com/classes/annie-leibovitz-teaches-photography?utm_source=Organic-Social-PR&utm_term=Aq-Prospecting&utm_content=VanityLink&utm_campaign=al&utm_medium=youtube#/
https://www.masterclass.com/classes/annie-leibovitz-teaches-photography?utm_source=Organic-Social-PR&utm_term=Aq-Prospecting&utm_content=VanityLink&utm_campaign=al&utm_medium=youtube#/
https://www.masterclass.com/classes/annie-leibovitz-teaches-photography?utm_source=Organic-Social-PR&utm_term=Aq-Prospecting&utm_content=VanityLink&utm_campaign=al&utm_medium=youtube#/
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Now in its third season, EastSiders is a gay television show created by and starring Kit  
Williamson as Cal. The story follows boyfriends Cal and Thom (Van Hansis) who, after a  
challenging year in New York City, hit the road to pick up the pieces of their old life. The show 
also features Constance Wu (Fresh Off The Boat), Stephen Guarino (I’m Dying Up Here),  
Wilson Cruz (Star Trek Discovery), Willam Belli (Rupaul’s Drag Race), and even porn hunk  
Colby Keller. As I watched the first two episodes of the new season, one thing struck me - the 
chemistry between the actors. How did Williamson achieve that? I asked him that, and other 
questions, in an e-mail exchange.  

“At this point it’s second nature,” wrote Williamson. “We all have such an ease and rapport 
with one another. Honestly, I think good actors create chemistry, so I can’t take credit for 
that, except to say that I do always ask myself if I’m creating a fun, easy environment.” 

“Do you ever get criticized for the cast being too white, or too male?”
“Cal and Thom may be gay white men but I want the world they live in to be as diverse as the 
world I live in. I think it’s great that there’s a movement towards more inclusive storytelling 
happening right now, and I definitely want to be a part of that!” 

“I noticed a lot of criticism from imdb.com posters regarding the depictions of alcohol,” I 
commented. “But wasn’t that the point? Do you read this sort of internet criticism? Does it 
ever get to you? Can anything good come of it?” 
“Many of the characters in the show have a complicated relationship with alcohol, and one 
that isn’t always easily categorized. EastSiders is not a cautionary tale about addiction, but 
overindulging and self-medicating with booze are definitely a running theme. I think it’s  
unfortunate that some people view all storytelling as PSAs. I’m not here to moralize. I’m not 
presenting a thesis on the dangers of alcohol abuse, or telling people they should or should 
not have threesomes, or whatever. The only agenda I have is empathy; I think the more we 
can relate to and understand each other, even if we wouldn’t make the same choices, the 
better.” 

The first two seasons of EastSiders are on Netflix, DVD and Wolfe Video. Season 3 is available 
at WolfeOnDemand.com as well as Vimeo, Amazon Video, Google Play and iTunes.

Empathetic EastSiders
PAUL BELLINI
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Raymond Helkio Takes A Walk On The Wildside // Patricia Aldridge invited MyGayToron-
to writer Raymond Helkio for a transformation at the cross-dressing salon Walk On The 
Wildside. We’ve got the big reveal and the results will fool you. 

Raymond Helkio Takes A Walk On The Wildside
RAYMOND HELKIO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSU0_Xl1ayM
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Rock Hudson was the ultimate movie 
star - gorgeous, manly, sufficiently talented, 
charming, and hung. The whole world loved 
him. What they didn’t know at the time was 
that Rock Hudson was gay. And not just any 
kind of gay, but a real slut, who had sex 
almost daily and racked up numbers in the 
thousands. Studio head Ed Muhl once said, 
“Rock … saw sexual intercourse as little more 
than a handshake.”

Rock Hudson: Erotic Fire is the new tell-all 
biography from Darwin Porter and Danforth 
Prince of Blood Moon Productions. It is juicy 
beyond words. Born Roy Fitzgerald, Rock 
started doing bit parts in the ‘50s, at one 
point even playing an Indian chief. But when 
he began working with director Douglas Sirk, 
some sort of magic happened. The movies, 
glossy melodramas like All That Heaven 
Allows and Magnificent Obsession, made him 
the top romantic star of the time. He reached 
his peak with a Best Actor nomination for 
George Stevens’ epic Giant, then broke box 
office records when he teamed up with Doris 
Day for Pillow Talk.

Rock enjoyed a 30 year career in both mov-
ies and TV, but he was forced into a silly sex-
less marriage with Willson’s secretary Phyllis 
Gates, herself a lesbian. 

Rock Hudson’s tricks
PAUL BELLINI

(“Both Phyllis and Rock asked that the word 
‘obey’ be removed from their vows.”) Of 
course the marriage was a Hollywood joke. 
Debbie Reynolds reportedly said “When he 
got married, the whole industry laughed itself 
silly.” Gates herself said that she brought Rock 
to a psychiatrist who told her “Your husband 
has the emotional development of an 
eight-year-old.” 

Rock worked constantly, but one day his old 
friend First Lady Nancy Reagan noticed a 
blotch on his neck. Later examination 
revealed it to be karposi sarcoma, and Rock 
Hudson spent the last years of his life 
unsuccessfully treating and hiding the fact 
that he had AIDS. In 1985, the world’s most 
famous movie star became the world’s most 
famous person with AIDS.

Most biographies provide all the standard 
facts, and this one is no different, but only 
the DPs can provide this sort of information, 
about Rock’s encounter with Psycho star 
Anthony Perkins:

“Tony had this specialty. He fills his mouth 
with the hottest water he can stand. Then he 
goes down on you. He calls it a ‘hot flash’.” 
So. Not only did the book teach me a lot 
about Rock Hudson, I also learned something 
that I’m going to try out later tonight. 
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Follies is one of the musical theatre’s most extraordinary scores. Try not to start humming, or 
more likely belting, just from reading the titles of some of the songs that have become  
standards: “I’m Still Here,” “Broadway Baby,” “Losing My Mind,” “In Buddy’s Eyes,” “Could I 
Leave You?” etc, etc. But Follies is also one of the least-revived musicals, mainly because of 
the expense: aside from the necessary opulence, the cast of the National Theatre, London 
production with which we are concerned here, numbered a mere 37.

Follies opened on Broadway in 1971 and was a financial failure but an instant cult  
phenomenon. The songs were performed not only by cabaret and popular artists but also by 
every theatre student with a desire to be au courant. A 1985 staged concert featuring Barbara 
Cook, Carol Burnett, Mandy Pantinkin, George Hearn and an unforgettable Elaine Stritch, was 
recorded, became a hit, and was where I first encountered the music and lyrics of Follies. I 
never dreamed that I would actually get to see a production. 

Cineplex Events has been screening a series of stage productions filmed live, and the  
National Theatre’s Follies is one of the more notable. The first screening in November, had 
satellite transmission problems so was rescheduled for January 11 and again for January 20. 
Musical theatre fans, Stephen Sondheim fans and every cultured gay man should treat  
themselves. It is extraordinary. And, tragically, a rare opportunity.

Seen all my dreams disappear,
But I'm here.

DREW ROWSOME



page: 20 

MyGayToronto.com - Issue #53  - JAN 15 - FEB 15, 2018.

Follies begins at a reunion of the showgirls of the Weismann Follies in their old theatre that is 
about to be, and appears to already be in the process of being, torn down. We see the ghosts 
of the showgirls in their prime and also the hag horror splendour of what they have become. 
Bitchy grievances are aired and the arch camp dialogue almost matches the nasty wit of the 
lyrics. The first half gives several of the women a showstopper, with Di Botcher delivery a 
feisty faux-innocent “Broadway Baby,” and Tracie Bennett (Mrs Henderson Presents)  
absolutely slaying in a gut-wrenching defiant rendition of “I’m Still Here.” Both songs are  
anthems of show business survival, both of these versions are definitive.

And when the showgirls recreate their infamous “Mirror, Mirror” number and launch into 
“Who’s That Woman?” to be joined by the ghosts of their showgirl selves: it is spinetingling, 
rousing and irresistible. The large ensemble flows through a revolving set and the ‘70s  
fashions mixed with the old style Broadway glitz is innocence and dreams doubly lost,  
nostalgia with a knife.

Interspersed throughout Follies, and meant to be the main dramatic thrust, is the reunion of 
the showgirls Sally and Phyllis and their husbands Buddy and Benjamin Stone. The quadrangle 
is complicated, fraught with angst and drama, and though astoundingly performed, just not 
as compelling as the showgirls’ stories. When the ‘love’ story takes over in the second half, 
Follies becomes problematic and very bleak. Sondheim traditionally has a dim view of love 
and relationships, in Follies it is positively nihilistic. The vaudevillian-themed climatic numbers 
include the couplet, “Love will see us through/’Til something better comes along” and ends 
with the hopeful note that, “Life is empty, there is no hope. We just have to make it.”
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But the songs are glorious, the production values are breathtaking and Imelda Staunton will 
break your heart. Janie Dee is a magnificent monstre sacre with more quips and putdowns 
than even a drag queen should be allowed. Peter Forbes is a lovable louse and Philip Quast 
embodies the deep-voiced DILF that should be resisted but is too desirable. Their counterpart 
younger selves are all stunning and dance divinely but one of the themes of Follies is the  
glory and horror of age, and that years of living do not necessarily impart wisdom, so they are 
shallow ghosts, pretty and glittering and fabulously false.

That is probably the other reason that Follies is so infrequently revived: it is tough emotional 
slogging, especially towards the end. But the not particularly pleasant people are  
extraordinarily performed and we all know that happy endings are much rarer than  
musical theatre would have us believe. I wish I had been able to see Follies live - the  
electricity is there on the screen but the actual contact must have been unforgettable - but if 
this is as close as I ever get, I count myself lucky.

Follies screens on Sat, Jan 20 at select Cineplex theatres. cineplex.com

https://www.youtube.com/embed/yZrs8DlHPLY
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http://winterparty.com
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This year, as Miami’s Winter Party celebrates its 25th anniversary, over ten thousand people, 
during seven sun-drenched days, will dance at seven main parties (there are over 25 events in 
total), to the glorious beats of 14 DJs. My Gay Toronto spoke with one of them. 

DJ GRIND, born Stephen Massey in sunny California, will be manning the outdoor decks of 
South Beach for the original party that started it all, the crown jewel of this massive  
one-week circuit festival, The Beach Party. With a sound firmly anchored in uplifting house, 
DJ GRIND’s sets blend circuit, tech-house and tribal beats with strong melodies, progressive 
synths and euphoric vocals. As the recipient of three prestigious 2016 JustCircuit Awards,  
together with his production partner Toy Armada, DJ GRIND is a Billboard #1 remixer and  
producer, with more than a dozen official remixes that have topped the US and UK Dance/
Club Charts. He’s also a die-hard Kylie fan.

MyGayToronto: What do you look forward to most at Winter Party?
DJ Grind: Winter Party Festival occupies a very special place on the circuit calendar because 
of its long history and tradition of giving back to the community.  Winter Party knows what it 
means to ‘party with a purpose.’ I’m so incredibly proud to be part of such a positive,  
celebratory event that supports LGBT people in South Florida and across the country. And, it’s 
especially exciting to join the legendary duo Rosabel (Abel Aguilera and Ralphi Rosario)  
to headline the 25th anniversary Winter Party Beach Party. It’s truly a dream come true!

DJ Grind To Debut  
New Single At  
25th Anniversary of Winter Party 

ROLYN CHAMBERS
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MGT: When and why did you get into DJing?”
DJG: Back in 2008, I started a dance music blog for my friends called The Daily Grind, featuring 
a new track every day.  A couple years into it, a friend of mine who happens to own one of the 
most popular bars in San Francisco, suggested that I mess around on the DJ decks after-hours. 
Before I knew it, The Daily Grind morphed into DJ GRIND, and I was playing regular events at 
his bar, The Lookout, and other venues in San Francisco. Becoming a DJ has unleashed a real 
creative energy inside of me that’s been untapped for most of my life. Until I started DJing, I 
don’t think I appreciated that I had an artistic point of view. It’s been truly life-changing to 
follow this journey of creativity and self-discovery. 

MGT: Can you cite any influences that shape your sound and sets? 
DJG: I worship at the Haus of Minogue. Seriously, Kylie is my girl. I’m in awe of her sense of 
self and her authenticity. She knows who she is. She exudes nothing but love. I’ve seen her 
work crowds around the world into a frenzy of joy. There’s just something about her, and the 
way she presents herself, so authentically, that’s incredibly inspiring. Musically, I’m inspired by 
many of the great European tech house and techno producers; Mark Knight, The Cube Guys, 
Etienne Ozborne, Filterheadz, Hoxton Whores, Kid Massive. And I love the euphoric melodies 
of trance and progressive house.  

MGT: What was it like when your first remix went to #1 on the Billboard Dance/Club Chart?
DJG: It was unbelievable, especially because it happened right before my first appearance at 
Winter Party Festival, back in 2014. And, it was extra special because it was my remix with Toy 
Armada for Kylie Minogue’s big comeback single, “Into the Blue.” Kylie + Winter Party + first 
Billboard #1 remix = pure magic.

MGT:  Is being a DJ a “god-like position” or “a thankless chore?”
DJG: There’s something very special about the gay dance floor. Even though LGBT people have 
made tremendous progress toward mainstream acceptance, there’s still no place more free 
and liberating than a dance floor, surrounded by friends, experiencing music, and enjoying a 
sense of shared community. It’s where so many of us feel most at home. As a DJ, I never take 
for granted that I’m part of a very special community, and whenever I’m performing live, I al-
ways do my best to give back some of the joy I’ve received from following my dream. I feel 
tremendous gratitude for the many people, mostly gay men, who’ve downloaded my pod-
casts, attended my events and supported me in my journey as a DJ over the past decade. Like 
any artist or entertainer, there’s a real vulnerability associated with putting yourself out there, 
month after month, gig after gig. Let’s face it, it’s scary. But, at the same time, it’s unbeliev-
ably rewarding to have such a unique platform to connect with friends and supporters around 
the world and share with them my passion for music and community.



page: 25 

MyGayToronto.com - Issue #53  - JAN 15 - FEB 15, 2018.
MGT: Musically, how is an outdoor daytime 
party, like The Beach Party, different for you 
than an indoor night event?
DJG: Day or night, my primary goal as a DJ is 
to bring joy to the dance floor. That’s my  
signature sound. I always try to bring an  
uplifting, joyful energy to every set, even if 
the beats at night may be harder and darker. 
When I prepare for a set, I try to think about 
the feelings and the experiences I’d want to 
have on the dance floor, in that space and at 
that moment, and then put together a  
musical journey that helps take an audience 
to that place. For me, it’s about celebrating 
life through music.

MGT: What have been some of the oddest or 
most interesting things you’ve seen from the 
DJ booth?
DJG: Ha! Well, just when I think I’ve seen it 
all, I’m reminded that gay men have an un-
limited capacity to shock, awe and inspire. 
From the DJ booth, I’ve witnessed marriage 
proposals, spontaneous flashmobs, incognito 
celebrities, and shenanigans of every sort. I’ve 
performed alongside hula-hoop dancers and 
fire breathers and go-go boys wearing  
nothing but fruit.  But what still shocks me 
the most are mobile phones on the dance 
floor. If I could ban one item from any party,  
it would be that! 
 
MGT: When playing a long set, what one 
snack do you have to have in the booth with 
you?
DJG: Raw almonds and club soda.

Miami’s Winter Party takes place  
February 28-March 6, 2018.

DJ Grind opens the Beach Party at Lummus Park, 
South Beach on Sunday March 4, 12noon to 8PM.
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MGT:  What projects do you have on the go right now? Any new mixes?
DJG: In 2018, Manila-based DJ/producer Toy Armada and I celebrated five years working  
together as a production duo, and we’re celebrating with several big projects on the way!  In 
2017, we landed on Billboard’s list of the year’s Top 10 best dance/club tracks for “Show Me 
Love,” so we’re excited to build on that momentum with our first original single called “Just 
Live,” a track we’ve written together with legendary dance diva Janice Robinson. I’ll be  
debuting that new single at Winter Party, along with several other big remixes we have in  
the pipeline. It’s going to be a busy year in the studio!

MGT: What advice would you give to any beginning DJs?
DJG: Be true to yourself. Find your own voice and your own unique sound, then run with it.  
Audiences will believe in you when you believe in yourself and present yourself authentically.

MGT:  If you could improve one thing about our gay dance community, what would it be?
DJG: I think there’s an opportunity to grow our gay dance community by building camaraderie 
and positivity among DJs, events and promoters. Healthy competition is good, of course, but 
we also must be mindful that unnecessary drama and negativity pushes club-goers away from 
our scene. With so many nightlife options, and the distractions of social media, guys today 
don’t need the dance floor to escape.  So, we’ve got to up our game to create events and  
environments like Winter Party Festival that bring people together. As Winter Party has  
proven for 25 years, when we come together as a community, there’s no limit to what we  
can accomplish. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=ccMfuU16ebA
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Nick Mesh
MGT COVER PHOTOGRAPHER,  EXPRESSING BEAUTY, SEXUAL ENERGY AND PERSONALITY

DREW ROWSOME

“I’m just lazy,” says photographer 
Nick Mesh. Before finding his metier
as an artist specializing in glorifying 
the nude male, Mesh worked as 
an architect, a designer, and in 
video game and film production. 
Since then he has been astonishingly
productive: his extensive website - 
nickmesh.com - offers a galaxy of prints,
dozens of books and 37 different 
calendars for 2018.  “It’s said that to never 
work in life, you should do what you really 
love,” he says. “I’m just lazy.”

http://www.nickmesh.com
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Mesh explains that he was “always surrounded by beauty” but his own artistic impulse was, 
from a very young age, rendering the male body in all its fascinating variations. “I never get 
tired of it,” he says. “I don’t feel like I work, I feel pleasure. It’s a kind of passion for me. I can’t 
say that there’s anything else I would do so selflessly.”

http://www.nickmesh.com
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That enthusiasm shows up in 
the work. The photographs are 
hot and the men look magnificent,
but there is a startling and 
unusual variety, a playfulness, 
in their facial expressions and
posture. “I really love to 
work with everyday men
who are not in the 
modelling industry,” 
says Mesh. “I guess 
those guys appear 
absolutely naturally
in my works. They 
are not skilled, 
they don’t know 
how to strike 
a pose. They 
look believable 
in their 
emotions. 
They don’t 
play smile, 
they just 
smile. 
They don’t
play sadness,
they’re truly 
sad. I love 
to capture 
those 
wonderful 
moments.”



page: 35 

MyGayToronto.com - Issue #53  - JAN 15 - FEB 15, 2018.

http://www.nickmesh.com


page: 36 

MyGayToronto.com - Issue #53  - JAN 15 - FEB 15, 2018.

http://www.nickmesh.com


page: 37 

MyGayToronto.com - Issue #53  - JAN 15 - FEB 15, 2018.

Working with non-professionals scan create  
challenges. “Sometimes they take the shoot  
very seriously, sometimes too much. Especially 
 when it’s their first time with a professional  
photographer. They take it as a major milestone 
in their lives. They think it’s gonna be very  
important, serious and tough work, that the  
photographer is a big rough dictator. That there 
will be assistants, technicians, make-up artists 
and a supporting team who are going to watch 
the model getting undressed. And finally, the 
model thinks so much that he can’t do anything 
at all.”

Fortunately Mesh has both experience and a  
solution. The model may be nervous but, “He 
meets a simple man, well-built too, friendly and 
smiling. No team, a cozy set, nice music. I prefer 
to work one-on-one with models when shooting 
nudes. I always start, after a cup of coffee or a 
protein drink, with close-up portraits and a short 
briefing on the good time we’re going to have. 
The model is still dressed and still a bit nervous. 
But the more shots I do, the sooner that  
unnecessary anxiety fades away. I guess it’s  
completely gone as we go to the shirtless part.”

http://www.nickmesh.com
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Mesh is modest about his powers of 
persuasion. “That’s the secret of 
getting guys to relax,” he says. 
“Nothing mysterious. I wouldn’t even 
call it a technique. It comes naturally. 
It’s a pleasant task to do. Be honest, 
open. Be friendly and caring. Enjoy 
the moment. Compliment your model. 
Trust him and he will trust you. When 
that happens, you can do really great 
things together. For the best results I 
just make him enjoy the moment and 
forget about all the rest. The most 
exciting thing during someone’s first 
shoot is to watch how a shy guy 
becomes an insane monster who’s 
ready to show the most secret parts 
of his body and soul in front of the 
camera.”

http://www.nickmesh.com
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And there are surprises. 
“Sometimes unexpected things take place,”
says Mesh. A shy guy turns into 
a crazy beast showing his 
overwhelming sexual power. 
I got a submission from a handsome 
bodybuilder. Everything is good 
except for one thing: he strictly 
rejects fully nude shooting. 
I look at his incredible physique 
and plan to just do semi-nude and 
sportswear photos with him. 
We pick the day and start 
shooting. At first, he 
seems to be really shy. 

He turns his back on  
me when undressing, 
he hides from the 
camera when 
changing underwear. 
After a half hour of 
posing he looks more 
relaxed and happy. 
And he’s walking around 
naked. Suddenly he says, 
‘Man, I can’t explain it, 
but I’m loving what’s 
happening here. It blows 
my mind and really turns 
me on.’ Then I see that 
he’s aroused. I’m like, 
‘Great! I love it too. 
But what will we do with 
your hard-on?’ He stands 
upright in front of the 
camera and says, ‘Let’s 
go on exactly this way!’

http://www.nickmesh.com
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“We had a wonderful sensual 
shoot, full of passion and bright 
sincere and genuine emotions,” 
says Mesh. “Then we had one 
more the next day in another location. 
And several more later. Each time he 
was absolutely happy to be 
photographed nude, he had a 
stone-hard erection and was ready
to work as long as it would take.”
But not everyone is as happily 
exhibitionistic. “Not everyone is ready 
for a nude shoot,” says Mesh. 
“There are many who would do it with 
pleasure, but fear possible public 
shaming or negative reactions from 
their relatives and friends. So sometimes 
I have to hear ‘no.’ But I’m truly proud 
of all my guys, not only because of their 
perfect modeling qualities, but also 
because of their boldness, courage and 
confidence.”
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Occasionally Mesh’s own boldness, 
courage and confidence gets tested. 
“People are very different,” says Mesh. 
“There are many people who reject 
any sight of a penis even when artistically 
done. I’m sure there must be a variety of
deep-rooted causes for that, but that’s a 
matter for psychology. As for me, I get great 
feedback from my fans and lovers of the male
form, and mostly all those people are not upset 
about viewing a penis as a subject of art. 
Quite the opposite, they find it absolutely 
appropriate.”
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But fans are not the powers that be, 
and Mesh’s website has as many warnings 
about nudity as it does actual full frontal 
photos. “I’ve been censored by Facebook,”
he says. “One of my photos was reported 
and removed as containing ‘forbidden nudity’ 
and my account was restricted from posting. 
It was an image of a young shirtless guy in 
red sports leggings. One can see hundreds
of men in such leggings on TV when 
watching any athletics. Still the bulge of 
the guy in my picture was considered 
obscene. The guy was not naked, his 
sportswear was just deemed too tight. 
When my ban was over, I posted the same 
picture again without any changes. 
I received a message that said: 
‘Your photo was reported, but we haven’t 
found forbidden nudity.’”

http://www.nickmesh.com
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It grew more convoluted when Mesh was 
banned from Facebook again for sharing an 
advocate.com article about his photography. 
“The title picture of the post shows two guys 
hugging,” says Mesh. “No genitalia, no sexual 
act, no foreplay, no bare buttocks. The post 
was about my calendars dedicated to 
Australian marriage equality. It was shared  
7.5 thousand times, mostly on Facebook. 
It’s still available everywhere but on my page. 
So I can confirm that Facebook’s community 
standards, the so called ‘protecting from 
 inappropriate content’ is absolutely random,
       wanton, non-professional, and has nothing
               to do with real protecting. Facebook  
                              should definitely improve 
                                    their outdated system.”
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The photos in question 
are beautiful, tasteful and 
also highly erotic. Could 
Facebook have a problem 
with man-on-man action?
Or distinguishing erotic art
from porn? “ I just follow my 
senses and I guess I always 
can feel when I see a piece 
of art,” says Mesh. 
“I’m sure all people do so. 
It’s a matter of feeling. 
I guess it’s a good subject for 
art critics and theorists, 
nobody else ever opens 
thick books to determine 
if a photograph meets the 
criteria of erotic art. 
For me, art photography 
always carries the personal 
vision of its creator. 
It always includes 
something more 
than just a documentary 
representation of 
the object. 
That ‘something’ 
can be visualized 
in a variety of 
different ways, 
but it always 
expresses certain 
subjective 
perception
and the special 
attitude of the 
photographer 
to the subject
of his work.”
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Mesh also has prints of 
his paintings and drawings 
for view and sale on his 
website. While similarly 
sourced, the hand is 
different from the lens 
and there is an explosive 
fluidity to what the 
website refers to as 
“artworks.” Mesh, always 
stretching, believes in 
going where his muse(s) 
take him. “Technically the 
process of drawing differs 
from shooting,” he says. 
“But I can’t say which one 
is more interesting for me, 
though I’m focused more 
on photography. Actually 
I never think about it 
while doing any particular 
artwork or shot. Each 
process is very exciting 
in its own way. Some art 
lovers and collectors 
appreciate art 
photography, others 
adore hand-made 
drawings. I’m just happy
I have something for all
of them.”
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And Mesh has no shortage of subjects for his art, “Searching for models is not an organized 
process for me. It is always going on. I  meet them everywhere I go: the gym, the streets, on 
social media . . . Most of guys show off the pictures as soon as they get them from me, so 
their friends and buddies, who are fit too, find me themselves to ask if I’m interested in 
working with them.” Those requests are frequently fulfilled. “I have no any specific detailed 
requirements,” says Mesh. “One look is enough to know if I want a guy to be my model. I 
can’t describe a face I’m searching for, because I like different faces. And you don’t need to be 
a competitive bodybuilder in the best shape to be invited. But having well-built muscled body 
is a must, as well as sexual attractiveness and positive energy.” 
 
“I never force my models to look a certain way,” says Mesh. “For instance to shave or remain 
hairy. But some guys unexpectedly come to the shoot entirely shaved even after they were 
requested not to do it. Truth be told, they look great in both variations. So I leave it up to 
them. Why do they shave? my only explanation is that it’s widely believed that muscles are 
seen more clearly and look more impressive when the body is totally hairless. Imagine, the 
guy did all his best to get such an extraordinary physique. Why, in his opinion, should he hide 
all that brilliance under a thick fur?”

http://www.nickmesh.com
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There are also other qualities 
necessary. “Beyond physical shape, 
I truly appreciate the readiness to 
have new experiences. And boldness. 
I do love guys who can bring their 
individuality and even secret 
fantasies into the shoot along with 
the artist’s directives. Working with 
a model who can make daring ideas 
come true is a big gift and a great 
enjoyment. I always have a draft 
plan for each shoot figured out in my 
mind or in sketches on paper. But I 
usually follow my inspiration or, as I 
call it, the intuitive shooting method. 
I pay less attention to screening and 
reviewing while I’m behind the 
camera. I leave it for 
post-production. I follow my 
inspirations and fantasies, I must
feel my model and capture all his 
emotions. I think it makes the 
process more productive. Doing it 
that way I typically get more 
unexpectedly original shots.”
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Mesh is as modest about his work as he is prolific. “I guess I know 
how to express the best appearance of the men in my pictures,” 
he says, “at least I try to do that. We all have different ideas of male 
sexuality, but I’m happy so many people share mine. I think we call it 
personal taste. I don’t make any specific effort to bring additional 
eroticism into my portraits or other images where it’s not supposed
to be found. Although I do have a large array of portraits that are
definitely made in an erotic style. Probably it just happens. 
And I’m very glad that they radiate it. Let’s just 
think of it as part of my style. Or maybe even 
a part of my personality...” 

Mesh’s personality and art is on 
display, and for purchase, 
at nickmesh.com

Facebook Page 

Twitter 

Photo Books on Amazon 

Photo Books with Previews and Buying Options 

Prints and Art Products 

Calendars 2018 

http://www.nickmesh.com
https://www.facebook.com/nickmesh.photographer
https://twitter.com/NickMeshPhoto
https://www.amazon.com/author/nickmesh
http://www.nickmesh.com/photo-books
http://www.redbubble.com/people/nickmesh
http://www.nickmesh.com/calendars
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Quite a lot actually. And we will never 
challenge rape culture and/or the sexual 
harassment of women until we fundamental-
ly change heterosexuality itself.

We imagine that merely by routing out the 
guilty male parties (who seem, rather oddly, 
to all be in the arts or politics - are there no 
serial abusers in the corporate sphere?) we 
have solved the problem. No. This is not to 
say that men who harass and abuse women 
are not guilty, nor is it to say that they should 
not be punished. But if we wish to eradicate 
the problem—not just place a pretty band-aid 
on it—we must look deeply and critically at 
heterosexuality itself.

As a gay man, I can stand outside heterosexu-
ality. I hope I can offer a fresh perspective on 
a the ‘heterosexual problem.’ (Sure, some gay 
men are abusers/molesters/harassers - but 
for very different reasons - so we’ll save that 
for another day!)

So how do we start solving the problem of 
heterosexuality?

1. As children, we are taught that most  
men are sexual (The Beast), and that  
women are, generally, not sexual (Beauty). 
We are also taught that there are some  
women who do happen to be sexual. They 
are called ‘whores.’ If a woman has sexual  
desires and speaks about them then she is 
not a ‘nice’ woman.  This is the most 
important thing we must change: women

What’s Wrong With Heterosexuality?
SKY GILBERT

must be empowered to to speak about sex 
and desire, to speak frankly, honestly, freely 
and often.  
 
2. The best way to make a baby, for years, has 
been to insert a penis into a vagina, and then 
wiggle it around until the man has an 
orgasm. True. But this fact has no signifi-
cance. It means nothing. (It’s even less 
important nowadays, because we could all 
use a little de-population.) The fact that this 
is the most pleasurable way we’ve come up 
with to make babies (so far) has nothing to do 
with the way women and men should or can 
act in or out of bed. Sex involves power play; 
if there is no power play, then it’s simply 
affection. But the power games we play in 
bed say nothing about who we are out of 
bed. All that man-on-top-woman--on-the-
bottom stuff - if you like it in bed - must stop 
when you get out. 
Period.

3. Finally. (Please take a deep breath, this 
is tough one.) Monogamy doesn’t work for 
most of us whether male, female or other. It’s 
best to try and find a mutually agreed upon, 
palatable alternative.

Hey heterosexuals!  Just start working on 
these three very important things! I promise, 
you’ll be fine!

Take it from me: I’m gay!
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In their spare time, four writers from MGT 
have been working on what may be the 
queerest movie to come out of Toronto. Toss 
away your notion of what a Shakespearian 
movie should be (heck, toss away any notion 
you have about how a film should be!) and 
prepare for Hamlet In A Hot Tub! 

Hamlet In A Hot Tub follows Gertrude and 
Polonius as they secretly conspire to marry 
their children, Hamlet and Ophelia. But when 
Ophelia discovers Hamlet and Polonius at the 
baths she desperately tries to win back Ham-
let, accidentally severing Polonius’s manhood 
in the process. 

Hamlet In A Hot Tub began as a play at Toron-
to’s Rhubarb Festival performed inside their 
public restroom. Over the course of a year, 
the cast performed around Southern Ontario 
in unique spaces ranging from the outdoor 
children’s waterpark at The 519 Community 
Centre, Glad Day Bookstore, Peterborough 
Pride and WorldPride Church Street stage for 
Nuit Rose. 

Join Hamlet, Ophelia, Gertrude and Polonius 
in this gender-bending farce of never-ending 
happy endings!

Hamlet In A Hot Tub (movie)
RAYMOND HELKIO

CAST :
Hamlet, Brock Hessel (Co-writer) 
Gertrude, David Bateman (Co-writer)
Polonius, Paul Bellini 
Ophelia, Amy J. Lester 
Narrator Guy, Mark Stenabaugh  
Cameos by Keith Cole and Rolyn Chambers. 
Music by Stewart Borden.
Directed by Raymond Helkio

TORONTO FILM SCREENING PREMIERE & PARTY  

Hamlet In A Hot Tub (The Movie) 
Friday February 2, 2018
7pm @ Buddies In Bad Times Theatre 
 
 
MORE INFORMATION  
http://thereadingsalon.ca/hamlet-in-a-hot-tub/  
https://www.facebook.com/events/1564771703617176/

http://thereadingsalon.ca/hamlet-in-a-hot-tub/ 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1564771703617176/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7H9SQetmqBQ
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Tidbits

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_zFDgHc5Vs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZqXzSnbVxQ
https://goo.gl/SJdTRN
https://www.facebook.com/andrewVonPelt/posts/10155953309818497
http://www.gaytimes.co.uk/culture/96400/justin-hartley-naked-scenes-bad-moms-christmas-hit-internet/
https://www.facebook.com/Hairy.Gay.Men/?hc_ref=ARTGSMjsR1OLe5FBWWhSfsYI0NvTNB_ZQzTmoY8DGOIL5OfCLV6H8BwXnvxtS33UN4s&fref=nf
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/egale-canada-youth-homeless-shelter-1.4428016?utm_content=buffer858e2&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
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Claudius (Nigel Shawn Williams) is a slick  
bandleader who conducts with the panache of a 
Vegas showman or a James Brown, his character 
in this context is crystal clear. Brandon  
McGibbon, whose musical chops got a full  
workout in Midsummer (a play with songs),  
turns Laertes into a punk with an Iggy Pop shout 
and snarl. Cliff Saunders who is a supercilious 
hilarious bureaucrat of a Polonius, doubles as a 
Beatlesque British music hall song and dance  
comedian of a Gravedigger. 
 
The microphones, smoothly co-ordinated,  
become characters of their own with effects  
emphasizing character traits or heightened  
emotions. They also add an extra layer with  
Polonius doing literal stand-up and Claudius 
transforming into a talk show host - the micro-
phones show how a dysfunctional family in the 
public eye turns into reality TV horror show. 
Noah Reid (Schitt’s Creek) wields his microphone 
like a weapon. He aspires to be an Eminem or 
DMX in an artfully torn hoodie, but his pampered 
manchild persona turns his rage into madness.  
Or does it? This Hamlet never lets us know what 
is real and what is affected image.

Hamlet: rock and roll attitude meets Shakespeare’s prose
DREW ROWSOME *****
This Hamlet is retitled Hamlet and is billed as “reimagined 
through the powerful lens of rock and roll.” As  
intriguing as that sounds - I was imagining either a  
Hamlet peppered with rock and roll songs, or set to a 
rock and roll score, or set in a rock and roll milieu - it 
is slightly deceptive. The cast all play instruments and 
sing, and there is a drum kit on stage that is used  
frequently, but the music is used mainly as an under-
score. There is occasion-
al loud, and 
very  
effective, 
rock 
and roll 
punctua-
tion, but 
mostly 
it drives 
the  
iambic 
pentame-
ter with an effect 
closer to rap or spoken 
word.

It turns out that Hamlet with a live 
score is a very clever idea. The  
underscore not only emphasizes mood 
and keeps the action at a steady pace  
(Hamlet is a very long play but feels less so 
when there is a beat) but also elucidates the text.
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Reid’s Hamlet is prone to adolescent tantrums. He is also extremely conversational and, as 
with the rest of the cast, that goes a long way in translating the Shakespearean text. The big 
speeches, the gold medal for actors to strive for, sit easily and fluently: “To be or not to be” is 
sotto voce and unmiked but precisely delivered; “What a piece of work is man” needed only 
Galt MacDermot’s melody to become gorgeous; and the instructions to the players became a 
brief satire on creating theatre and bad acting. It is not a flashy Hamlet but it is precisely  
calibrated to appear casual and familiar.

The ensemble does double, sometimes triple duty, while also making music. Beau Dixon,  
Greg Gale (Kiss, The Crackwalker, His Greatness), Jack Nicholsen, Rachel Cairns and Jesse  
Lavercombe, all move seamlessly from background musician to centre stage to foil. The row 
of microphones on stands evoke the image of back-up singers, but the microphones switch 
from hand to hand, character to character, blurring the line between front person and  
harmonizing. If not for her gorgeous clear soprano, Tiffany Ayalik’s Ophelia would be a Stevie 
Nicks homage, there is steel in the fragility that shines through. Only Tantoo Cardinal’s  
Gertrude initially jars with a deliberateness to the line readings and movements that 
over-emphasize and undercut a natural regalness. But it is intentional, Gertrude gets a  
character motivation that is spot-on, contemporary and a nice fix for one of Shakespeare’s 
looser ends.

Hours later, I am still mulling how the music - credited to Thomas Ryder Payne and  
ensemble - dug so deeply into the text and illuminated it with such deceptive ease. The “rock 
and roll” is more in the attitude than the execution: a Lou Reed simmering bass line, design 
and lighting effectively quoting from Bowie’s Station to Station tour, metal posturing  
choreography, and especially a delving into extreme emotions in a way that can usually  
only be accomplished with loud guitars. Director Richard Rose (An Enemy of the People,  
Wormwood) and a very able cast, take an ancient and well-trodden text and, with the  
addition of a modern idiom and a rigorously intellectual analysis, make it lucidly lyrical,  
relatable, and ultimately sturm und drang tragic.

Photos by Cylla von Tiedemann

Hamlet runs ‘til Sun, Feb 11 at Tarragon Theatre, 30 Bridgman Ave. tarragontheatre.com
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Mustard is an indispensable condiment,  
Mustard is an unmissable classic.  

Before going any further, please take a  
minute to pop over to my February 2016 
review of the first production of Mustard 
which won a Dora Award for Outstanding 
New Production. It all still holds true,  
Mustard is about as entertaining as an  
evening of theatre should be and now it also 
marks a historically significant step forward, 
there have been more since, for playwright 
Kat Sandler (Late Night, Bright Lights, Liver, 
Cockfight, Sucker, Delicacy, Rock). Even better 
is the news that Sandler is back at Tarragon 
as a writer in residence where she will create 
yet another play for our future delectation. 

The inventive built-for-farce set is the same 
and the performances have deepened:  
Rebecca Liddiard navigates the whiplash 
turns of a character who is deep in crisis  
and could be distasteful if not for vulnerabil-
ity; Sarah Dodd is a towering force of fragile 
nature; and Tony Nappo is comically scary. 
Anand Rajaram absolutely astonishes by  
shifting extreme emotions while never losing 
a light-footed comic tone. He won a deserved 
Dora for the role, but his subtle tears at the 
end of this production are heartbreaking in a 
way that rips way deeper than a comedy  
usually aspires to, let alone achieves. 
 
 
Perhaps that is the main difference between 
the productions, this Mustard is darker with 
an emphasis on the pathos. The comedy and 
copious one-liners are still there, but now 
take on a less rat-a-tat rhythm and sneak up 
to dig in and linger. The cast speeds along, 
occasionally layering their lines, and the  
realism of their interactions gives the  
fantastical plot a solid grounding. And that is 
the revelation of this remount, Mustard is a 
very cleverly constructed play. In a fast-paced 
90 minutes, an entire mythology is construct-
ed without an extraneous moment of exposi-
tion or smudge of confusion or doubt.  
Director Ashlie Corcoran (Kiss, The Gay  
Heritage Project) has faith in the sci-fi/fairy 
tale epic environment and doesn’t need to 
emphasize the linking clues and symbols.  
It took great skill to make something so  
difficult seem so simple and true.

Mustard revisited: when does a play become a classic?
DREW ROWSOME *****
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New to the cast, and blending in familiarly, 
are Conrad Coates and Travis Seetoo. Coates 
as one of the Waiting for Godotian enforcers 
is a more menacing presence than the  
previous production, and his resonant rich 
voice adds immeasurably to the smoothly 
ominious character. Seetoo is perhaps too  
attractive, though his bared butt is a  
definitive highlight, for a disparaged  
character, but he captures a manchild  
teetering on the verge of facing adult  
responsibilities and realities perfectly,  
providing a counterpoint to the same  
dilemma that the other characters, and  
Sandler and the audience, are all wrestling 
with.

For those who didn’t see Mustard the first, 
probably the first of many, time around now 
is a great chance. For those who did, I  
enjoyed it just as much the second time 
around and appreciated the greater  
emotional depth from the darker tone  
counteracting the occasional swerves into 
whimsy. I have no idea what process a play 
goes through to become a beloved or en-
shrined classic - high school productions?  
intellectual discussion? audience demand? 
cult fervour? a horror sequel on the fate of 
Duck-Duck? - but more takes on Mustard will 
be as intriguing and welcome as wherever 
Sandler’s restless imagination takes her, and 
us, next.  
 

Production photos by Cylla von Tiedemann

Mustard continues until Sun, Jan 28 at 
Tarragon Theatre,  
30 Bridgman Ave.  
tarragontheatre.com
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Is there anything more unpleasant than being 
a wedding guest? Fortunately there are few 
things more entertaining than being a guest 
at The Wedding Party. 

Weddings are cash-grabs or ego-trips that 
are full of drunken debauchery, the airing of 
family grievances, and endless pressure to 
make it the event of a lifetime. Not conducive 
to a good time, but a goldmine for theatrical 
vivisection: all the horror and comedy are 
hellish to be part of, but a lot of fun to watch. 
As The Wedding Party escalates from farce to 
a maelstrom of mirthful mayhem, so do the 
laughs. (Though the program should have a 
trigger warning, while everyone is thinking 
that, “Thank goddess these aren’t my  
relatives,” there are also remembering or 
foreshadowing ways in which their families 
are similar. Or worse.)

The Wedding Party was conceived for, aside 
from the desire to put on an entertaining 
show, two rather practical reasons. Streetcar 
Crowsnest was built not only as a home for 
Crow’s Theatre, but also as an event venue. 
Therefore the opening show was to not only 
showcase the theatre and company, but also 
the versatility of the space. This it does with 
opulent nonchalance and if it were an actual 
wedding, it would be worthy of an advertising 
spread in a bridal magazine.

The Wedding Party serves up laughter with style
DREW ROWSOME *****

The other conception imperative was to 
showcase just what Crow’s Theatre can do. 
This succeeds even more admirably, the  
technical precision of the actors is  
astonishing, as is the depths of  
characterization that they manage to create 
in the midst of what could easily have  
become a stunt. Each actor plays  
multiple characters - from nameless waiters 
to outsized family members to guests from 
eighteen to eighty - seamlessly and rapidly 
switching genders and costumes and even 
species to populate an entire wedding  
reception using only five actors. 

Of course they can’t resist the urge to show 
off and in fact that is integral to the comedy. 
There is no fourth wall and bravura stunts  
alternate with arch one-liners to remind us 
just what a marvel we are witnessing.  
Fortunately it is all hilarious and because  
we are aware of the theatricality, we are  
free to laugh at the foibles, mishaps and  
tragedy without having any slapstick guilt. 
Even a prop malfunction gets stirred into  
the general madness with a wink and a  
giggle. And never underestimate the joy to  
be found in watching talented actors at the 
top of their form strutting their stuff and  
nailing high note, pirouette or gag, with  
pride and insouciance. 
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Everyone has many opportunities to shine 
and even the smallest characters have been 
precisely delineated, Maya O’Connell exits 
stage right as the rich bitch sexually  
frustrated mother of the groom, limps across 
the stage from stage left as a waiter who 
can’t quite keep up, races through as the best 
man who is a professional student not-so-se-
cretly in love with the groom but nurturing an 
affair with his father, and then reappearing as 
Vlad the butch and bearded circus performer. 
Everyone is in constant motion and the  
controlled chaos backstage with all the  
lightning quick costume/character changes 
must be a spectacular show of its own.

Other highlights include Tom Rooney’s twins 
of very different temperaments but identical 
visages just slightly upstaged by his lascivious 
and statuesque sister of the bride. Virgilia 
Griffith (They Say He Fell) and Trish Lindstrom 
have a multitude of rapid fire characteriza-
tions that at first appear comic but build  
cumulatively to become the central theme 
and emotional denouement. Lindestrom’s 
budding artist manchild is particularly  
touching. Jason Cadieux (King Lear) makes 
the grandmother of the bride a sacré  
monstre who is a sheer delight far beyond 
the inherent comedy in a leading man  
crossdressing. Cadieux has previously,  
particularly when working with Sky Gilbert, 
shown a range that exceeds his looks, but this 
horny widow with an attitude has to be a new 
benchmark. 
 
The biggest, broadest moments go to Jane 
Spidell as the mother of the bride (unfortu-
nately all the photos provided are from the 
previous production where the roles were 
played by the playwright Kristen Thomson). 
A pitch-perfect rapidly-intoxicating mess, 
Spidell shoulders the central dissection of 
class differences without ever being less than 
awe-inspiring, frightening and hilarious.

She also plays the family dog which is 
crowd-pleasing and supremely silly, until it 
goes a step too far when the dog is given 
lines to stall for time. There is one other  
mis-step where the conceit of a shattered 
fourth wall goes awry: Rooney’s twins have 
actual dialogues that are inventively achieved 
and hysterical in creation as well as content, 
but then Rooney is tasked with being a  
Daniel MacIvor/Lily Tomlin by switching  
between characters before our eyes. The  
actor is up to the task (and the fight scene is 
uproarious) but alas the play isn’t, and the  
climax being meticulously built towards, 
stumbles before being salvaged by Rooney’s 
drag turn.

There are more laughs in The Wedding Party 
than a dozen other comedies or a night at a 
comedy club. They manage to have it both 
ways, the play itself is a clever construction, 
the invitation to witness how it is, against the 
odds, accomplished, is irresistible and  
generates riotous uncontrollable laughter.  
Best of all this is the first, whether drama or 
comedy, wedding depiction that I have seen, 
that hasn’t hinged on the shocking or  
mocking revelation of homosexuality.  
The heterosexuals are ridiculous and  
comic enough on their own. And the drag 
turns hinge on the skill they have taken to 
incarnate, not on gender fears. Not to wish 
the newlyweds ill, but I would gladly return 
to participate in their future nuptial events or, 
more happily, a renewal of their vows.  

Production photos by Guntar Kravis

The Wedding Party continues until Sat,  
Jan 20 at Streetcar Crowsnest,  
345 Carlaw Ave.  
crowstheatre.com
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Sally Hawkins is brilliant as a mute woman 
who works as cleaning staff at a research 
facility in 1950s Baltimore, her life occupied 
by her friendship with co-worker Octavia 
Spencer (stealing scenes with her usual  
charisma) and next door neighbour  
Richard Jenkins, but not exactly fulfilled 
by the kind of passionate connection that 
would really make her feel complete.  When 
a strange package is delivered to her  
workplace accompanied by a very angry  
Michael Shannon, she discovers that it  
contains a creature from a South American 
blue lagoon who she decides is as much a 
misunderstood outsider as she is.  Beginning 
with giving him boiled eggs and resulting in 
her developing a passionate friendship for 
this strange creature, Hawkins must step in 
and save her friend when he is threatened 
by gruesome experiments planned by the 
American scientists; she doesn’t even know 
that there are also Russian spies hidden in 
plain sight waiting to use 

him for their own devices as well.  Shot to 
look like the paranoid Cold War science  
fiction adventures that thrilled children 
of the 1950s, this dazzling film represents 
Guillermo del Toro at the top of his game, 
combining elements of fantasy, thriller and 
romance with incredible skill, the screenplay 
perfectly smoothed out to provide a  
satisfying resolution to all the narrative 
strands it introduces.  A movie that  
combines a creature-feature star, the joys 
of bathtub masturbation, the gory sight of 
severed fingers and a sentimental love of 
old musicals sounds like a mess, but don’t 
be surprised if the story of interspecial love 
also brings a tear to your eye.  Shannon  
provides delicious intensity in the kind of 
role he is born to play, and thanks to the 
rock solid direction his heavy presence not 
derail the gentleness of the narrative at the 
film’s core, but instead provides worthy 
stakes that make the love story that much 
more urgent.

Shape Of Water
BIL ANTONIOU *****
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Transcript of Sky Gilbert on his iPhone monologuing with a BFF re: The Shape of Water --

“No, I didn’t like The Shape of Water. I know I’m supposed to like it. Yes Guillermo del Toro is 
fabulous blah blah blah. Yes it was beautiful to look at. Yes the ‘creature’ was sexy and almost, 
kinda - naked. Yes the acting was fabulous, and pretty well anything that Sally Hawkins does I 
love. She could just read a book or shine her shoes and I would watch. It’s just . . . okay. This 
is it. It took me a while to figure out that Richard Jenkins was the gay character and when I 
did, well I was just soooooo disappointed! Why? Because okay, there he is, wearing his little 
sweater with the elbow patches, living all alone with his cats, and then when he makes that 
very shy approach to the young blonde man who runs the restaurant and then he gets so  
cruelly and homophobically rejected, I just  ummm. Well, I just couldn’t. It’s just the whole 
image of this terribly nice man, who likes to have tea with his female mute best friend, and 
that’s his life. (Is this revealing something about me?) No, I’m not saying that there aren’t 
some terribly nice gay men who live all alone with cats in crumby apartments and have mute 
female friends that they adore having tea with. I’m just saying that that is the image of us 
that straight people are most comfortable with. I mean, it makes them feel a lot better about 
us than to think that we don’t live alone, or we don’t like cats, or we don’t have time for our 
mute female friends because we’re much too busy fucking in the back room at the Eagle.  
Do you get what I’m saying? And I don’t know if that’s a reason for me to reject the whole 
movie. And well - I don’t reject the whole movie - or maybe I do.  And I realize it’s probably 
going to get a thousand and one Oscars. But it’s just one of those movies that manages to 
include every minority group. I mean there’s a gay man, and a disabled woman, and a black 
woman and even the ‘creature’ it turns out is kind of ‘trans.’  No, he is! Remember when Sally 
Hawkins has that conversation with Octavia Spencer who asks if the ‘creature’ has a penis and 
Sally says that it’s kind of hidden away . . .  yes for sure, the ‘creature’ is meant to be trans. 
Yes, so in this way Guillermo has like covered almost every shape and size of minority group 
and has proved by this movie that he is on the side of all of them. And all I can say is, as a 
member of one of those minority groups portrayed in this movie, I feel kinda taken advantage 
of. And it’s not because I don’t ever like any movies ever, that’s not true. For instance I like . . . 
well my most recent fave movie was I Don’t Feel at Home in This World Anymore starring the 
super-duper talented Melanie Lynsky. Yes, it’s on Netflix. And yes, I really liked that movie a 
lot. But I didn’t so much like The Shape of Water. Oscars or no Oscars. Sorry.”

LGBTQCreature: The Shape of Water
SKY GILBERT *****
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No Cell Phone (Off by heart)
JESSE T.

First dates can often feel like an obstacle course 
where you get your ass kicked. Such is life. 
However, I never thought I’d get clobbered 
before even getting to the date.

On route to a first date, I suddenly draw a total 
blank on the location we’re meeting. I go to 
call the guy but my cell slips out of my hands 
(damn mitts!) landing in a slush puddle. I reach 
down and scoop it up, but it’s too late. It’s off 
and won’t turn back on. FML. I’m already 
running late and I realize I have no way to get 
a hold of this guy.

I’m stranded.

Plan A: I search for a payphone and when I find 
one, I realize that I don’t even know his 
number. Actually, I don’t know any of my 
friends’ numbers off by heart. Not even my 
brothers. Wow, was I that reliant on my cell’s 
pb and speed dial?
Plan B: I met the guy online so I can get his 
number from Facebook. I head to a nearby 
Internet café, scribble his number on my hand 
and head back to the payphones. Two are 
broken, and a crack head is using the third.

I only have a Loonie and a quarter so give the 
Loonie to the cracky, enticing her off the phone.

I put the quarter in but it falls to the change 
spout. I put it in again but it comes back.

Try it again.

Nope.

Dammit.

I smash the phone on the receiver and scream, 
“I don’t have time for this. I need you now!” 
 
Two guys walking past wearing sunglasses- 
looking like they haven’t slept since Fly

Nightclub opened its doors- turn to look, 
whispering to each other. 

“No, it’s not...I broke my cell...” I try to explain 
realizing I look like a junkie unable to score a 
fix.

“Uh huh gurl, we’ve been there,” one says, and 
they laugh.

I turn to the crack head who’s still lingering 
beside me.

“It’s because of you they’re making fun of me. 
Get away from me.” I say in frustration and try 
to shoo her away.

“It needs two!” she says pointing at the coin 
slot.

What? Really? Since when is the pay phone 50 
cents?!

I soften my stance and smile at the cracky, “I’m 
going to need that Loonie back.”

She laughs and stares at me with a dumb smile 
on her face- well if you consider three teeth 
a smile. She tells me to, and I quote, “eat her 
alien vagina,” and she walks off.

Suddenly I remember the meeting place but 
when I get to the restaurant, my date’s gone. 
Later, I try to talk to him online, but he ignores 
me. Oh well, maybe this date wasn’t meant to 
happen. The universe sure did pull out all the 
stops to prevent it.

It seems as if my heart is still a little off and ap-
parently I know nothing off by heart. 
However, it’s a new year, and a new me. This 
year I have resolved to find a husband. A feat 
that involves making it to the first freakin’ date! 
Oh well, there’s always tomorrow. My outlook 
may have changed, but lucky for you, my luck 
has not.
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Southern Ontario’s latest weekly, hour-long GAY RADIO SHOW giving voice 
to the LGBT Community.

Tune in Tuesday’s at Midnight on CIUT895FM for insightful and engaging  
conversations on all things under the RAINBOW. PLUS, music from LGBT Recording  

Artists from AROUND the WORLD!

LIVESTREAM - CIUT895FM - http://ciut895.radio.net 

DOWNLOAD latest episodes - http://marktara.podomatic.com 

Rainbow Country ARCHIVES - http://marktara.com/RCarchives.html
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The Gentlemen’s Club
MR. X

Last year, I was at the gym, and a bunch of 
the gym rat fags who frequent the place were 
talking about a party the previous night.  “Oh 
yeah, I go every year.”  “It’s an incredible event.”  
“I was wearing my Armani.”  “I was wearing D 
& G.”

Me being the social idiot I am had absolute-
ly no idea what they were talking about.  So 
I asked a friend of mine.  “Oh, they’re talking 
about the Gentlemen’s Club at the Carlu.  Very 
elite.  Only the crème de la crème of Toronto’s 
gay social circle go.  It’s invitation only.”

I asked him to describe it to me.  “It’s very 
high-end.  You have to dress up.  Jeans are not 
allowed.  Some guys even wear tuxedos.  It’s a 
big thing.  I’m surprised you haven’t heard of it.” 
 
I wasn’t surprised at all.  I will admit, me 
having the suit, watch, tie, sock garter fetish 
that I do, I was TOTALLY turned on.  But a 
couple of views of menatplay.com and couple 
of jerks later, I was satiated.

Fast forward a year.

My boyfriend hears through the grapevine 
about The Gentlemen’s Club.  He heard about 
it a couple of years prior from a guy he used 
to date and he was intrigued about going.  We 
hummed and hawed and weren’t quite sure.  
While putting up the Christmas tree, we 
discussed the pros and cons of attending.  We 
checked the email.  Bring a new unwrapped 
toy.  Fine.  We stop off at Walmart, pick up two 
toys, wrap a tie around our necks and head 
out.  Then I check the website again.  “We are 
currently at capacity and not accepting 
anymore RSVPs.”

My boyfriend and I re-evaluate our position.  
What if they turn us away?  What if we don’t 
get in?  Is it worth the subway ride all the way

into downtown just to be turned away at the 
door?  We decide to give it a shot anyway. 
 
I wish we stayed home.

The most commendable part of the evening 
was right at the beginning.  They didn’t turn 
us away despite the fact that we were not on 
any guest list.  We had a toy and that was good 
enough.  So we went inside and, like the fags 
at the gym reported a year prior, there were 
lots of well-dressed gay men and a few women 
scattered throughout the Carlu.

The Carlu, I have learned has a bit of a repu-
tation for the naughtier side of the higher tax 
bracket.  Tribe.com reports that the Carlu also 
boasts the Millionaire’s Club, “a dating service 
that matches very rich men with women who’d 
like to date very rich men.”  They had the same 
thing in the 1800’s ... they’re called brothels.
But I digress.

As the evening progressed, the crowd was 
showing its true colours much more flamboy-
antly.  The attitude came out with more sparkle 
than the Christmas tree.  This wasn’t a event 
to see as much as it was an event at which to 
be seen.  Nothing really happens at the 
Carlu that doesn’t happen at Woody’s.  People 
drink.  People do coke.  People try WAY too 
hard to impress.  It’s amazing that after all this 
time, gay men in this city still feel the need to 
let their attendance at a single event define 
them.  And if that’s weren’t enough, you still 
need to wipe the coke away from your nostrils 
as you step out of the bathroom stall or take 
your shirt off (with no dance floor to speak 
of) to show everybody that you haven’t fallen 
off the workout wagon and that you’ve been 
pumping steroids into your system since Pride.
Which isn’t very gentlemanly at all.
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Gay Travel to Morocco - Say What?
ROBERT SHARP

“Why?” is what we’re often asked when we say that OUT Adventures travels to Morocco. 
 
Well, we are always intrigued by interesting and unique cultures and we don’t believe that 
Gay Travel needs to necessarily be defined as an uber-gay holiday. Don’t get us wrong, we 
love to have fun in the sun with a cocktail in hand,  
surrounded by eye candy, but we believe that destinations 
such as Morocco offer exciting, eye-opening adventures.

The next question we are asked is usually, “Morocco isn’t 
very gay-friendly, is it?”. That’s more or less the case, but 
the country has so much to offer the avid traveller from the 
food to the 
history to the sights and of course the shopping! And, you’d 
never believe how many people meet our groups and  
comment on how “normal” we are. Not sure I’d agree that 
we are normal, in fact I’d suggest that we are pretty  
extraordinary, but we certainly are an array of ages, professions and come from all walks of 
life so people in some of these sheltered communities don’t exactly think of “us” when they 
think “gay”. But that’s what’s so great about gay adventure travel, we have this amazing op-
portunity to learn and interact with foreign cultures while similarly sharing who we are with 
these local communities as well. I like to think Morocco is just a little bit gayer thanks to us.

https://www.outadventures.com/morocco/
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http://www.livingartscentre.ca/theatre-performances/shaping-sound-18
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LGBT Upcoming Hot Events
http://www.mygaytoronto.com/events_hot/

http://www.mygaytoronto.com/events_hot/
http://www.mygaytoronto.com/events_hot/
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Drew Rowsome - MGT Editor, a 
writer, reviewer, musician and the 
lead singer of Crackpuppy.  
drewrowsome.blogspot.ca. 

Paul Bellini was a writer for The 
Kids in the Hall and a producer for 
This Hour Has 22 Minutes, and  
columnist at Fab Magazine...

Rolyn Chabers was a fab  
columnist and currently social  
columnist for Daily Xtra!
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partner@MyGayToronto.com

EDITORIAL INQUIRIES 
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Lee Fancy is contributing editor and 
listings coordintor.

Bil Antoniou - is an actor and play 
writer. He is also movie reviewer 
who has been writing for  
myoldaddiction.com

Raymond Helkio - is an author, 
director and award-winning  
filmmaker. He cofounded 
 TheReadingSalon.ca

Sean Leber - Founder, MGT  
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editor. 

Sky Gilbert - Canadian writer,  
actor, academic and drag 
performer.
skygilbert.blogspot.ca
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